
   Humane Society of Weld County        

        2/10 - 2/16/20  “Walter”  

Goals for session  

1) Consent for leash up  
2) Successful protocol for meeting strangers 
3) Muzzle  
4) Consent for pick up   
5) Resource Guarding  

Initial Impressions 

Walter was a little nervous of me when taking him out of the crate, but he allowed me to leash 
him up with cream cheese, and came right in the house. He remained wary of me for the first 
day or so, he was not happy about my attempt to pick him up, he would head whip and move 
away. He would allow me to pet him if we were on the couch together. He got along well with my 
dogs initially, was not house trained.  

Training 

1) Walter did very well with leash training, it only took a couple of sessions before he was fully 
consenting to being leashed up, or handled around his neck. I worked on collar grabs as 
well at slip leads. 

2) Walter began meeting strangers on day 3, after he and I had built up some trust. He barked 
very loudly at everyone, but calmed down a little faster with females. I had my partner 
ignore him and intentionally not toss treats at him to see how long it would take Walter to 
warm up to a man without food, this took a few days. He was consenting to Chris sitting 
near him and came up for love when he felt like it, but he did not consent to Chris picking 
him up. Walter warmed up quickly when using high gat content food when introducing him 
to new people, he made quicker progress with the pick up protocol with each new person.  

3) Walter was pretty quick to muzzle train. I did not have an appropriate size muzzle for him, it 
was a bit too big. This kept me from being able to really treat him through it, so that’s where 
I left off in the protocol. 

4) Consent for pick up took until day 5. I took it very slow, at the pace Walter set. If he did not 
consent to the step we were on I backed off, this happened several times during the 
sessions. By day 5 I was able to pick him up in any context with consent.  



5) Walter did very well with Resource Guarding protocol. He sailed right through it in a few 
days. He is fully consenting to his food being taken, and being touched while eating.  

6) I house trained Walter. It took a few days but went smoothly.  

Training Suggestions:  

1) Continue giving Walter a treat any time he is slipped, slip comes off, or his collar is handled.  

2) Practice Walter meeting new people with staff he is unfamiliar with, and volunteers. Have 
the person follow this protocol  

  
 - Be seated on the floor, have treats ready 
 - When Walter approaches, give him one treat from your hand, then toss 2 away, do this   
 for 3 or so minutes, then end session 
  
 - Next session, same person, sit on floor and hold treats in your hand 
 - As Walter come over to eat the treats, begin petting his chest THEN feed treats  
 - Once the treats are gone, stop touching him. Repeat this 5 or so times, end session 
  
 - Next session, same person, be seated on the floor, have treats ready 
 - When Walter comes to greet, say hello to him, begin petting him on the chest. After a   
 few seconds of petting, give him a treat. Repeat a few time, then do this with petting his   
 head. End session 
  
 - Next session, same person, greet Walter as he comes into the room, reach for him and 
 pet him.  
 - Have treats ready, say to Walter, “I’m going to pick you up!” and reach to do so. If he   
 backs away, stand up and walk out of the room, end the session. If he allows being   
 picked up, treat him like crazy!!  
  
 **Repeat this protocol with as many new people as possible, the sessions can happen   
 all in one day, or over the course of several days.  
   
3)   Get a basket muzzle that fits Walter and have a trusted staff member put it on him regularly 
and feed him treats through it 

4)   Have Walter’s favorite staff member approach Walter while he’s eating, and toss a treat into 
his bowl. Next, have them pick up Walter’s food dish while when he’s eating, and add a bonus 
yummy treat to it. Do this as often as possible during Walter’s meal.  



Adoption Suggestions: 

I strongly suggest having any potential adopter follow the protocol above when meeting Walter. 
Several sessions could be done over a few days. You might also consider muzzling Walter 
during these interaction, just make sure he can eat a treat through the muzzle, so he doesn’t 
become frustrated. Be sure they understand that he is not allowed to be reached for by 
unfamiliar people, and to have strangers toss him treats for the first few times they meet him.    

Walter would do best in an adult only, no dog household. Walter is very bossy with other dogs, 
his resource guarding is pervasive and would likely take months of tedious protocol to modify. 
My dogs did OK with him, because they stayed away from him, but any dog Walter lives with 
would live a life on egg shells, severely dipping into that dog’s QOL. I imagine he would do fine 
with cats, I did not test him.  

Walter is incredibly sweet and loving when he wants to be, does well on walks, does well when 
left alone in the house and is a very quick learner. He likes to snuggle under the covers and play 
tug.  


